
Open letter to Premier Gordon Campbell,

Welfare rates have been frozen or cut since 1994 (with the exception 
of one modest increase to disability rates). A single person who is re-
quired to look for work gets only $510 a month. $325 of this is for 
shelter and goes directly to the landlord. 

The Provincial Health Offi cer’s Annual Report 2005 says, “Families and 
individuals on social assistance in BC have little or no money after pay-
ing for shelter to purchase food and other necessities.”

Your government must increase both the shelter and support parts of 
income assistance rates by at least 50% in the upcoming provincial 
budget.

Many people cannot get welfare and are living in harsh, desperate cir-
cumstances in our streets, alleyways and parks. A major reason that 
homelessness doubled between 2002 and 2005 is that your govern-
ment made welfare much harder to get. We urge you to end arbitrary 
barriers to welfare that deny help to people in dire need. 

Thousands of other British Columbians, those working at or near the 
$8 an hour minimum wage, cannot escape poverty. A full-time mini-
mum wage worker earns less than the poverty line. At the $6 an hour 
starting wage, a full-time worker earns only about 60% of the poverty 
line. We ask your government to increase the minimum wage immedi-
ately to at least $10 an hour, and abolish the $6 starting wage.

Making these changes would reduce panhandling, binning and home-
lessness, and would save money on future social service, health and 
law enforcement costs. 

According to costing by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
these policy changes could be accomplished for $700 million — a 
fraction of the projected budget surplus.

In our wealthy province, in this time of prosperity, we shouldn’t be 
counting the number of sleeping people on our streets, families using 
food banks, or children coming to school hungry.  ~ Signed,

Dr. Bruce Alexander, Dept. of 
Psychology, SFU 

Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford

Ronald Awai, President, British 
Columbia Retired Teachers’ Association 

Shawn Bayes, Elizabeth Fry Society of 
Greater Vancouver

BC Persons with AIDS Society 

Dr. John Bogardus, Dept. of 
Anthropology, SFU 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Bogert-Obrien, Squamish 
United Church

Carnegie Action Project 

Nancy A. Chiavario, President, Mt. 
Pleasant Community Centre Association 

Michael Clague, Former Director of 
Carnegie Community Centre

June Clearsky, Vancouver Status of 
Women

Marjorie Griffi n Cohen, Professor, SFU 

Dave Diewertt, Professor, Regent College 

David Eby, Pivot Legal Society

Dr. Steven Epperson, Parish Minister, 
Unitarian Church of Vancouver

David Green, Professor, Dept. of 
Economics, UBC

Jim Green

Sneja Gunew, Centre for Women’s & 
Gender Studies, UBC 

Penny Gurstein, Professor, School of 
Community & Regional Planning, UBC

Dr. Budd Hall, Director, Offi ce of 
Community-Based Research, UVic

Miki Hansen, AIDS Vancouver Island

Lisa Helps, Trudeau Scholar on 
Homelessness

George Heyman, President, BC 
Government & Service Employees’ 
Union 

Rebecca Johnson, Associate Professor, 
Faculty of Law, UVic

Kamloops & District Labour Council

Henry Kamphof, Executive Director, 
Capital Region Housing Corporation 

Nancy Keough, Kettle Friendship 
Society

Seth Klein, Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives

Martha Lewis, Tenants’ Rights Action 
Coalition

Henri Lock, Chaplain, UVic Interfaith 
Services 

Cynthia Low, Downtown Eastside 
Women’s Centre

Dr. Margaret MacGregor, Family 
Physician, Mid-Main Community 
Health Centre 

Curtis Magnuson, Social Work 
Instructor, University College of the 
Fraser Valley 

Rev. Margaret Marquardt, Justice & 
Peace Unit of the Anglican Diocese of 
New Westminster

Adrienne Montani, First Call: BC Child 
and Youth Advocacy Coalition

Rev. B.K. Morris

Fred Muzin, President, Hospital 
Employees’ Union 

Eyob Naizghi, Working Group on 
Poverty

Nanaimo & District Labour Council 

Phyllis Nash, President, BC Association 
of Social Workers 

Susan Noakes, Together Against Poverty 
Society

North Okanagan Labour Council

Cindy Oliver, President, Federation of 
Post-Secondary Educators of BC 

Karen O’Shannacery, Lookout Society

Andrea Ottem, Registered Dietitian

Miriam Palacios, Oxfam Canada

Bernie Pauly, School of Nursing, UVic

Dr. Ana Maria Peredo, Faculty of 
Business, UVic 

Kerry Porth, Prostitution, Alternatives, 
Counseling & Education Society

Prince George & District Labour Council 

Mabel Jean Rawlins-Brannan, 
Community Social Planning Council of 
Greater Victoria

Dr. Marge Reitsma-Street, Professor 
in Studies in Policy and Practice, UVic 

Graham Riches, Director, UBC School of 
Social Work 

Andy Ross, President, COPE Local 378 

SFU Teaching Support Staff Union 

Jinny Sims, President, BC Teachers’ 
Federation 

Jim Sinclair, President, BC Federation 
of Labour 

Squamish & District Labour Council

Judith Staples, Cariboo Family 
Enrichment Centre

Mary Lynn Stewart, Dept. of Women’s 
Studies, SFU

Emily Sutherland, Vice President, 
Burnaby Teachers Association 

Dr. David Suzuki

Mamie Hutt Temoana, Association 
of Neighbourhood Houses of Greater 
Vancouver

Tim Varesh, John Howard Society of the 
Lower Mainland

Joe Wai, Architect

Bruce Wallace, Vancouver Island Public 
Interest Research Group

Gloria Wolfson, Director, School 
of Social Work & Human Services, 
University College of the Fraser Valley

Rev. Dr. Ruth Wright, Executive 
Director, First United Church 

And many others concerned about poverty 
and homelessness in BC.

We, the undersigned British Columbians, implore you to act now 
to improve the health and living conditions of BC’s poorest people: 
the homeless, people receiving welfare, and low wage workers.

You can take action to reduce poverty. Visit www.raisetherates.org, or call 604-729-2380.

Raise the Rates Coalition 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1016
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (These are for creating PDFs that will run on PNG's Newsprint presses. The color is unchanged from the original file. All fonts are embedded.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1016 1016]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


